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SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 104372 
47 

ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 SSO-OO NSCE-00 /026 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/ ARN: DAKORN: JFC 
22670 5/30/73 

APPROVED BYT DR. TARR 

PM/ MAS - MR. NORLAND; NEA: MR DAVIS 

ISA/SA- GEN. MOENCH 

NEA/IRN- MR. ROUSE; S/ S: MR BARNES 

DSAA - MR. THIEBERGER 

NEA/ RA MR. SCHIFF; NEA: MR SISCO 

L/PM- MR. FIELDS 

OSD/ ISA/ NESA - GEN. BRETT 

NEA - MR. ATHERTON 

090367 

OR 311922 Z MAY 73 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY TEHRAN IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

SECRET STATE 104372 

EXDIS 

E. 0.11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, IR, LE 

SUBJECT: IRANIAN REQUEST FOR TRANSFER MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
TO LEBANON 

REFERENCE: TEHRAN 3660, 3697 

1 . YOU SHOULD ASSURE GOI THAT USG AGREES REGARDING IM- 
PORTANCE OF HELPING LEBANON IN CURRENT SITUATION. WE 
WELCOME RESPONSIVENESS OF SHAH IN OFFERING TO PROVIDE 
ASSISTANCE FROM IRAN. IF TRANSFER OF WEAPONS FROM IRAN 
TO LEBANON SHOULD PROVE TO BE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY OF 
MEETING CRITICAL LEBANESE NEEDS, WE ARE READY TO GIVE 
SYMPATHETIC CONSIDERATION TO GOI REQUEST FOR APPROVAL, SUB- 
JECT TO APPROPRIATE DETERMINATIONS REQUIRED BY U. S. LAWS. 
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GOI SHOULD BE AWARE, HOWEVER, THAT GOL HAS APPROACHED USG 
WITH REQUEST TO PURCHASE 18 155 HOWITZER M-109 AND 16 A-4 B 
SKYHAWK AIRCRAFT. FYI: WHILE THESE SALES ARE STILL UNDER 
REVIEW, EXPECT FAVORABLE DECISION. END FYI. 155 MM 
HOWITZER SEEMS TO BE SAME WEAPON FORMER LEBANESE PRESI- 
DENT CHAMOUN HAS REQUESTED FROM IRANIANS. WHILE SKYHAWK’ S 
CAPABILITIES DIFFERENT FROM F-5 A' S, LEBANESE AIR FORCE 
COULD NOT ABSORB BOTH TYPES OF AIRCRAFT WITHOUT A MAJOR 
EXPANSION BOTH IN PERSONNEL AND IN FACILITIES. 


( RECENT BEIRUT AND DEPARTMENT TELEGRAMS RE LEBANESE ARMS 
REQUEST TO USG BEING REPEATED TO TEHRAN.) 

2. SINCE GOI AND USG HAVE RECEIVED SIMILAR REQUESTS FOR 
MATERIEL, USG WOULD WANT TO MAKE SEPARATE CHECK WITH 
LEBANESE BEFORE PROCEEDING FURTHER WITH IRANIAN REQUEST 
FOR APPROVAL TO TRANSFER ARMS TO LEBANON. WE PLAN TO DO 
SO ASSUMING GOI HAS NO OBJECTION. WE WILL NEED OFFI- 
CIAL VERIFICATION FROM GOL OF CHAMOUN’ S REQUEST TO GOI 
AND WANT TO DISCUSS WITH LEBANESE APPARENT DUPLICATIONS 
IN REQUESTS MADE TO USG AND GOI. RE PARA 1 TEHRAN 3697, IF 
IT TURNS OUT THAT 155 MM GUNS ARE SAME AS THOSE GOL IS 
SEEKING FROM USG WE WOULD NATURALLY PREFER TO MAKE SALE 
DIRECTLY UNLESS THERE IS SOME OVERRIDING REASON FOR USING 
IRAN AS INTERMEDIARY. 

3. FOR BEIRUT: INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE SENT YOU SUBSE- 
QUENTLY IF GOI WANTS US TO PURSUE MATTER AND HAS NO 
OBJECTION TO OUR DISCUSSING CHAMOUN’ S REQUEST WITH GOL. RUSH 
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